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TLC Educational Solutions Strategy-Based Professional Development  

Our Remote Learning Sessions are specifically designed to provide the skills needed for educators 

to teach and interact with today’s students, "to stay on the cutting edge of their profession". 

 Each participant will receive a pdf of TLC Educational Solutions Training Resources for this session.  

It contains step by step descriptions of the strategies that are provided in the session to make it easy to 

incorporate new strategies into lessons the very next day. 

Teaching Higher-Order Thinking (H.O.T.) Skills 

Teaching students to think with a higher level of cognition (Higher-Order 
Thinking) involves bringing about a change in the way students think, 
not simply infusing new information into their brains. Clear explanations 
and modeling from the teacher are important. Opportunities to answer 
questions about the content, discuss or debate its meanings and 
implications, make relevant decisions, or apply it in authentic problem-
solving situations are essential. As students’ Higher-Order Thinking 
Skills are developed they become more able to access these skills 
gained in one setting and apply them in different settings.  

 
 

Developing a balance of Lower-Order Thinking (LOTS) and Higher-Order Thinking 
(HOTS) skills 

Applying discussion techniques and strategies to develop student higher-order 
thinking and communication skills 

Utilizing instructional strategies that promote critical thinking and develop student 
capacity for processing information at a higher level of cognition   
 

Strategies for Teaching Higher-Order (H.O.T.) Skills 
The following are some of the strategies that are fully modeled and practiced in this session.  

Our TLC Training Resources PDF, provided upon registration,  
includes these and other strategies described in detail.  

Strategy: Chalk Board Splash The teacher poses a question or sentence starter that prompts higher order 
thinking. Students answer and record their responses onto whiteboards or pieces of chart paper. Students 
get into small groups, read classmates responses, and share what they noticed. The teacher then asks 
students to note three things: 1) similarities, 2) differences, 3) surprises. A whole class discussion follows 
during which the groups place these into these three categories on the whole class board/chart. 
Make it H.O.T. After students have recorded their answers, the teacher asks a higher-order question such 
as: Why is this important? What new questions do you have from the similarities, differences, and surprises?  

Strategy: Synectics This strategy uses analogies or metaphors to stimulate diverse and creative thinking 
and deepen the understanding of concepts. One way to do this is to provide students with a chart with one 
overall concept/topic. It also contains four to six boxes each with an item/term seemingly unrelated to the 
topic. The students are then asked to relate each of those items/terms to the concept or topic and provide 
their connection between the two by completing the following sentence in each square: A “concept/topic” is 
like a/an “item/term” because “reason or connection”. i.e., A classroom is like an anthill because everyone 
works together cooperatively. A classroom is like a snowflake because it is very cool and unique. A 
classroom is like diving for pearls because you find things that are very exciting. A classroom is like a roller 
coaster because there are ups and downs.  
 

                                           


